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CHURCH OF ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL, City of Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania 


St. Gabriel's Church, located on Roosevelt 
Boulevard at Front Street, did not submit a 
Church Self-Study Form which provides, among other 
things, details on the history of the congregation 
and a description of the church properties. At 
the time of the visitation meeting, 10 members of 
the congregation including the rector, incumbent 
for 12 years, met with the visitor from the General 
Division of Research and Field Study. Among some 
of the points discussed were the need for improved 
church school facilities, teacher-training programs, 
recruitment of new members, and stewardship education. 
The feasibility of a merger between this congrega- 
tion and that of St. Alban's was also discussed. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


For the purposes of this Study, an arbitrary 
parish area has been assigned for St. Gabriel's 
Church. In conformity with existing United States 
Census Bureau divisions, this area comprises Census 
Tracts 42-A B, and E to H. St. Gabriel's is located 
in Census Tract 42-F. The 1960 population of this 
arbitrarily assigned parish area was 44,133 persons. 


No statistics were available on the population 
of the parish area in 1950. In Census Tract 42-F, 


22.4% of the 1960 population of 6,246 persons comprised 


O-7 20 
children 14 years of age and under. Adults 65 years 
of age and over were 11.0%. Non-whites comprised 
0.06% of the 1960 population. Approximately 68.1% 
of the residents in the area occupied the same 
dwellings during the 1955 to 1960 period. Median 
family income of the census tract was $6,528.00. 
Similar data for the additional census tracts in 
the parish area appear in the chart below. Special 
attention is called to the relatively high percentage 
of adults 65 years of age and over residing in the 
area. An area with more than 10% of the population 
aged 65 or more is one in which churches should be 
alert for opportunities for a special ministry to the 
aged. 
% % 
CENSUS TRACT POPULATION % 14 & 65 & % 
OR_ZONE 1950 1960 CHANGE UNDER OVER NON-WHITE 
PH-42F NA 6,246 - 22.4 11:50 0.06 
42A NA 6,082 - 25.4 10.2 01 
42B NA 10,381 - 20.8 16.0 0.03 
42E NA 7,168 - 23.1 15.4 0.04 
42G NA 9,804 - 23.0 10.7 0.1 
42H NA 4,452 - 36] 14.4 073 
TOTAL 44,133 0.09 
NON-WHITE RESIDENCE 1960 FAMILY 
CENSUS TRACT POPULATION SAME AS 1955 PUERTO MED. 
OR ZONE 1950 1960 % RICAN INCOME 
PH-42F NA = 68.1 0 6,528 
42A NA 6 71.3 A 6,614 
42B NA 3 118 0 6,341 
42E NA 3 ere” 4 6,095 
42G NA 11 68.4 0 6,288 
42H NA 14 65.8 5 5,796 


TOTAL 41 IS 
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Information is also available on the educational 
characteristics of the adults 25 years of age and over 
residing in the area in 1960. In Census Tract 42-F, 
high school graduates were 22.2% of the population. 
College graduates were 6.4% and 5.9% had received 
from one to three years of college training. The 
median educational level of this census tract was 
9.9 years. 


The median age for males in the tract was 37.0 
years while the median age for females 39.5 years. 


Data on the remaining census tracts in the 
parish area appear in the chart below: 


EDUCATION OF ADULTS 25 YRS. OF AGE & OVER 


% % % MED. 
CENSUS TRACT H.S. COLLEGE COLLEGE MED. AGE 
OR_ZONE GRAD. 1-3 YRS. GRAD. EDUC. M F 
PH-42F 2252 549 6.4 O STO! 3245 
42A 24.8 5.4 Dial 2.9 34.9 37.6 
42B 23.6 353 35 92 38.8 43.4 
42E 22.2 4.3 255 Had 35.4 40.5 
426 23.9 345 Zi 0 9.5 3657 3920 
42H 16.5 3.8 23 8.9 38.2 41.4 


This Study located a total of 580 Episcopalians 
in the parish area, representing 1.3% of the 1960 
population of 44,133 persons. Of these Episcopalians, 
203, or 35.0%, were directly associated with St. 
Gabriel's Church, and constituted 59.9% of its total 
mapped membership of 338 persons. The highest number 
of Episcopalians was concentrated in Census Tracts 
42B and E, each with 130, followed by 42A, with 107. 
Membership in the parish was highest in Census Tract 
42E and lowest in 42B. The foregoing population 
characteristics appear in the following chart: 
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% OF TOTAL % % 
CENSUS TRACT TOTAL TOTAL POP. PARISH EPIS. PARISH 
OR ZONE POP. EPIS. EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. _MEMB, 
PH-42F 6,246 74 12 38 51.4 bia 
42A 6,082 107 1.8 8 Fal sd 
42B 10,381 130 1.3 6 4.6 LaB 
42E 7,168 130 18 73 56.2 2146 
42G 9,804 84 0.9 40 47.6 11.8 
42H 4,452 55 1.2 38 69.1 11.2 
TOTAL 44,133 580 1.3 203 35:0 599 


THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


This section is usually devoted to an analysis 
of the congregation's program as outlined in the 
Church Self-Study Form. However, since this congrega- 
tion did not submit the necessary materials, no such 
analysis is possible at this time. 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


The membership map submitted by this congrega- 
tion located a total of 338 persons who looked to 
St. Gabriel's Church for spiritual guidance. Of 
this number, 38, or 11.2% of the membership, resided 
in Census Tract 42F, the site of the church. Further 
details of the membership distribution pattern for 
the congregation appear in the table on the following 


page. 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


The baptized membership of St. Gabriel's Church 
decreased by 11.4% during the 1950 to 1960 decade, 
from 446 in 1950 to 395 in 1960. The trend was re- 
versed in 1961 and continued into 1962 and 1963. The 
communicant strength of the congregation increased 
8.5% during the decade, from 270 in 1950 to 293 in 
1960. The pattern of increase continued into the 
ensuing three-year period. Church school enrollment 
declined by 3.8% during the decade, from 52 in 1950 
to 50 in 1960. The trend reversed itself during the 
1961 to 1963 period. 


During this same three year span, 14 persons 
were baptized and 14 confirmed at St. Gabriel's Church. 
The ratio of baptisms and confirmations to the com- 
municant strength was 1.5% in each case. The ratios 
for Philadelphia County were 3.5% and 3.4% while the 
diocesan ratios were 3.9% and 4.1%. 


During the same three years, total reported 
expenditures at St. Gabriel's amounted to $38,736.00. 
Of this amount, $4,433.00, or 11.4%, was expended 
for extra-parochial purposes. The corresponding 
Philadelphia County average was 11.3% whilé the diocesan 
average was 14.9% for the same three-year span. 


Expenditures per communicant in this congrega- 
tion averaged $40.43 during the 1961 to 1963 period 
as compared with $88.66 for Philadelphia County and 
$73.71 for the diocese. 


Extra-parochial expenditures per communicant in 
this congregation averaged $4.63 during the 1961 to 
1963 period as compared with $10.02 for Philadelphia 
County and $10.45 for the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


PARISH ST. € ¡EL ron PHILADELPHIA 
conr PHILADELPHIA procese PENNSYLVANIA 


[amo | 1945 | 2950) 1955) Meo | 194 


Baptized 
Members 470| 43| 496 | 377 | 375 a PA Psi 


[comno | st ap | 270] aco| 295 | sve | 3/7 | 32: 
A 


lalo adel Jr alen 
comes | asl ael asf so] 24 | 09 1/9 | ir 
confirmation | 3/| Te ada Tp 


Percentage of 

[a] lar] |a 
EA 

Expenditures 1 |4 ¿0 | 4 650 | 5,94 717, B41 137474 |/0,7/519070 | 7/06 
Expenditures 2 | 6/9 |1237 |2,93%|/4,525|25¢5 | 2506|/7/6 | 7779 
| 
Expenditures 3 es1|1015|1,282.| 4505811487 | 1644|/375|/40# 
at La li 0 

Expenditures 6,086 |6902 |/0,167|23,971|/35%6 |14, 865] 12,161 | 1/1, 7412 
=D 

per Communicant | /7,80| 22.261 3766 | /11.04 146.23 | 47.04| 33,3b| 34,03 


Extra-parochial yan 5 
Expenditures per Si 
ee 2.51 |3.27 1475 1577 | 508 |520| 434143 


l Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 
2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 
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3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


Information received from the Episcopal Census 
conducted for this congregation was insufficient 
to permit a valid statistical analysis of its 
characteristics and its profile, The following 
paragraphs are, therefore, intended to summarize 
the more essential aspects of the census. 


A total of 181 persons was tabulated on the 
age and sex chart of the Episcopal Census. Of 
this number, 18 were children under 10 years of 
age, 18 were older children and teen-agers, 18 
were adults in their 20's, 20 were adults in their 
30's, 31 in their 40's, 23 in their 50's, 27 in their 
60's and 26 were adults 70 years of age and over. 


There were 190 persons who reported on their 
occupations. Of this number, 73 were gainfully 
employed. Clerical workers were the largest group 
of the employed, with 28, followed by craftsmen, 
with 10. Among the 117 non-gainfully employed 
respondents, housewives were the largest group, with 
51, followed by students, with 38. 


Of 175 respondents, 174 were baptized and one 
was not. Among the baptized, 134 were communicants 
and 40 were not. 


A total of 137 persons listed their length of 
membership in this congregation. Of this number, 
35 were members less than five years, 29 from five to 
nine years, 17 from 10 to 14 years, five from 15 to 
19 years and 53 persons have been members 20 years or 
more. 


A total of 128 adults 25 years of age and over 
reported on their education. Of this number, five 
were college graduates, 16 had received from one 
to three years of college training, 49 were high school 
graduates, 34 had received from one to three years of 
high school education and 24 had received from five to 
eight years of elementary training. 


Of 190 persons reporting on their nativity, 175 
were born in the United States and 15 were not. Among 
those born in the United States, 154 were natives of 
the State of Pennsylvania. 


There were 21 persons who reported on their former 
religious affiliation. Of this group, Roman Catholics 
were the largest, with eight. 
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


ST. GABRIEL'S CHURCH, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Since St. Gabriel's Church failed to submit a 
Church Self-Study Form, no discussion and recom- 
mendations are offered at the present time. Should 
St. Gabriel's Church complete its Self-Study Form, 
the General Division of Research and Field Study 
would be happy to finish this report, as time per- 
mits. 


